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1 KINGS X. g. 

Becauſe the Lord loved Iſrael for ever, there- 
fore made he thee king, lo do judgment and 
juſtice. 

HES E words were addreſſed to 
Solomon, when he ruled over 1/-aet 
in the fear of God, and his kingdom 

was eſtabliſhed great. We need not 
employ our reffections upon the hiſtory, 


2 Sam. 
A iii ts 
1 King. 
ii. 12. 


which occaſioned them: we need not 


enter into the reaſons of the peculiar 
Providence, which God exerciſed over the 
Jeus; or the ſpecial appointment of Solo- 
mon to the throne of David his father. 


The words convey a general propoſition, 
full of Inſtruction ; and correſpond to that 


Providence, by which all Kings reign, and 


all Princes decree juſtice. They are not 


Prov. viii: 
15. 


ſurely unworthy the attention either of the 
Prince or of the people; and may well 


claim our regard on this Solemnity, which 


affords ample matter fbr our beſt affections 
to work upon; which calls for our devout- 


eſt thanks to the giver of every good giſt, for 
the bleſſings we already enjoy; and raiſes 
A 2 in 


Jam. 1.17. 


. —— So at: 8 A Ko — 2 = EVE j 2 


Eccleſ. xv. 


14. 
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in us a confident expectation of the con- 
tinuance and increaſe of them. 
The words lead us naturally to two im- 
portant truths : 
1/7: That when great and good Kings 
reign, they are the means, by which God 


bleſſes a people. It is not ſaid, becauſe 
the Lord loved Solomon, but becauſe He 


loved Iſrael, therefore made He Solomon 
Eixg. 8 
2diy : That the duty and end of Royalty 


is, ro do judgment and juſtice. 


The Supreme Governor of the world, 
_ conſtantly exerciſing his Providence in pro- 
moting the virtue and happineſs of his ra- 


tional creatures, put man under ſtrong ob- 
ligations of neceſſity, convenience and in- 
Clination, thereby to draw him into Soci- 
ety ; and left him in the hand of his own 
counſel to reap the benefits of it; to form 


models of government, to ena& laws, and 


purſue order, for the peace, ſafety and pub- 
lic good of mankind. For theſe gracious 


wa xii. purpoſes, all rhe powers that be, are or- 
dained of God. When theſe powers are 
ſeparated from the public good, nothing 
can be more unnatural and deſtructive ; 


when united with it, nothing more juſt 
and 


. 
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and beneficial, and the true end of civil ſo- 
ciety is then only attained, when the people 


are bleſſed. 
The metit of wiſe and righteous go- 


vernment muſt certainly redound M che 
honour of the perſon who adminifters it: 
the divine prerogative of „ 
happineſs and glory to a great people, of 


feeding them with a faithful and true heart, Pl lxxrii. 


and ruling them prudently with all his power, 

muſt ſurely fill the mind of a Prince with 
chat inward delight and ſatisfaction, that 
attend every act of a conſpicuous and diſ- 
tinguiſhed virtue ; but the general utility 
is to the people : and however he may 
partake of their felicity ; the difficulty, the 

diſquietude, the .. care lie upon the 


Prince. 
Is it a ſmall wing to | hold the reins of 


government, and direct its courſe, with abi- 


lity and uprightneſs? Every conſiderate 
man muſt be ſenſible of the weight; and 
every honeſt man will endeavour to ſupport 
the hand, that bears it. Supported and aſ- 


ſiſted it muſt be in the extenſive concerns 


of a great kingdom: but the colour, the 


vigour, the conſiſtency of public conduct 
reſt chiefly upon the Prince himſelf: 


A 3 To 


EL 
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To be acquainted with the connexions and 


dependencies of power, and to look through 


their force and conſequences ; ; to protect a 
nation from foreign injury, and domeſtic 
dilpyder ; ; to execute law, to exerciſe autho- 
rity, and ſecure obedience, by an uniform 
and well-tempered ſcheme of mercy and 
goodneſs, of truth and faithfulneſs, of juſtice 
and impartiality ; are matters of no. ordinary 
{kill and care. Solid principles of wiſdom 
and virtue, enlarged views, a diſcerning ſpi- 
rit, ſtrength and preſence of mind, with 
conſtant application and watchfulneſs, are 
required to keep the ſources pure; from 


whence flow all the benefits of civil n. : 


ment and order. 


Is it a ſmall thing, to hind: firm in ſo 


elcvated a ſituation? not to give way to 
the ſelf-ſufficiency of power, or the ſecurity 
of caſe, or the allurements of grandeur, 
which too often pervert even the beſt diſ- 
poſitions of natural temper, and vitiate the 
heart? to be ſuperior to all the tempta- 
tions, which ſo independent a ſtation ſug- 


geſts ; and to avoid all the defects that di- 


miniſh a great character, as well as thoſe 
that corrupt a good one? Whoever 


knows mankind, muſt allow the heart to 
| | be 


* 
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Ii be very reſolute and ſtedfaſt in its integrity, 
JF which under ſuch trials can purſue its 

FF courſe invariably towards the higheſt "208 
fection. | 
| Beſides theſe difficulties which ariſe 
Ii fromthe weight of government, and the 

| hazard of moving amidſt ſq many ſnares ; 

I other difficulties may occur in particular 

I caſes.——To ſucceed to a Prince, whoſe 
I grave was juſt covered with the unfeigned Mal. ii. 13. 
I r-ars of his happy and grateful ſubjects; 

1 ho had ay dern n to love and 
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name ſtands 2 among the . 

and whoſe fame is raiſed 1 to a pitch aboye 

I - the praiſe of former ages: to ſucceed 

| with the warmeſt + and inclina- 
tions of men of all ranks, intereſts, and 

I opinions: —this undoubtedly affords a 

I Hhleaſing proſpect; but at the ſame time it 

; calls for all the faculties of an under ſtand- King, iii, 
ing beart to profit by theſe favourable cir= * 

JF cumſftances; to maintain the affections of 

i the people, the ſtability of the throne, and 

the glory of the Nation. 


A 4 Whoever 
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Whoever looks through the appearances 
of things, muſt ſee, that even they, who 
are the worthieſt and fitteſt to be inſtructed 


with Royalty, cannot be free from diffi- 


culty and care; and that the benefit does 


not accrue. ſo much to them, as to the 
community. This is the purpoſe of Pro- 
vidence, thus to extend its bleſſings, and 
this purpoſe is in fact anſwered, in pro- 
portion to the goodneſs of the Prince. He 
beors the weight of government, that his 
fubjects may live eaſy under it: he avails 


himſelf of the prerogative, and reſiſts the 


dangers of his exalted ſtation, that he 
may be a living law to them : and he 
_ exerts himſelf to act up to the glory in 


which he finds his people, that their fe. 


curity, tranquillity, and power may be 


Pet. v. i0. el 2 Hrengthened. fettled. ” To' a Juſt 
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ſpur to action than a curb; becauſe he 


will be ever warmly animated with the | 


loye pf his country: "his -mind will be 
free and. ſtrong and conſtant, becauſe it 
18 Pure: : and he will found his dignity i in 
that, in which alone it can really conſiſt, 
in fulfilling his duty; in doing judgment 


and Juſtice. 


This 
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This is the ſecond conſideration ariſing 


from the words of the Text : Becauſe the 
Lord loved Iſrael for ever, therefore made he 


thee King, TO DO JUDGMENT AND 


JUSTICE. | 
The reaſon of things to an attentive 
mind makes it evident, that man cannot 


be ſet up on high above his fellow-crea- 


tures, merely for his own indulgence, do- 
minion, and advantage. External great- 
neſs, pre-eminence and honours are in- 
deed due to all that are in authority, and 


ſhould be maintained: and above all, when | 


we look up to the Supreme Head, that is 


ſet upon the throne of a great kingdom, 
we naturally and juſtly pay the tribute of 
the moſt dutiful allegiance ; and ſhow 
conſtantly every mark of reſpect, ſubmiſ- 


3 and veneration to the ſacred charac- 


r. Vet no tribute, which a King re- 
we can be compared to the glory which 
the greatneſs of his own mind feels, in 
doing judgment and juſlice. This is a talent 
entruſted -with a Prince, of which he muſt 
give an account : and it is a talent of the 
nobleſt kind, that can be committed into 
the hands of any of the ſons of men : for 
he is the miniſter of God for the happineſs of 

mankind 


Rom. xii, 
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mankind: and in diſcharging this truſt 


Det iv. faithfully, will be his 2fſdom, and under- 
Aanding, and digi in the fight of all na- 
tions. 

This truſt is beſt diſcharged, when thoſe 
principles are cultivated, from which com- 
eth order and every good work—T'o this 
end, a wiſe Prince, for his own as well as 
his people's intereſt, will give public ho- 
nour to pure religion and virtue; and, for 
their ſupport, to knowledge and ſcience, 

and every thing that is praiſe-worthy.— 


This conduct will give encouragement and 


Phil. iv. 8. life to whatſoever things are true, honeſt, 
juſi, pure, lovely and of good report; will 
keep vice, infidelity and prophaneneſs in 
awe ; and thwart the ſelfiſh and danger- 
ous deſigns of wicked men. The ſenti- 
ments, the manners, the paſſions, the pur- 
ſuits of many will take a right tendency: 
and whoever are bound by the tie of a 
well-informed conſcience, will preſerve a 
ſincere reſpe& to law, and a chearful obe- 

dience to government; which, without 
that tie, no authority can command, no 
power can enforce. Such a conduct will 
raiſe the dignity of a Prince; vill conſti- 


tute the genius, form the character, and 
fix 
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fx the credit of a people : and ſteadily 
purſued, will produce happineſs beyond 
this age to the community ; and to the in- 
dividuals beyond this life. 
A wiſe Prince will not only coins 


thoſe principles, which ſtrengthen the 


bands, by which every fociety is knit to- 
gether : but he will alſo unalterably ad- 
here to thoſe means, and purſue thoſe 
ends, which ſecure the foundations, and 
promote the benefits of the conſtitution, 


at the head of which he is placed. —If this 
happy lot fall in a country, where the 


Conſtitution in Church and State is foun- 
ded upon the principles of purity and free- 


dom; and juſtly poiſed between the ex- 


tremes of power and liberty : he will find 
himſelf cloathed with every degree of au- 
thority, that a heart well-intentioned can 
deſire; and at the head of a Conſtitution, 
the beſt formed to convey peace and hap- 

pineſs to mankind : and it will be eaſy to 
him, to make.the law the rule of his ac- 
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that of his people, and his own 1 duty by 


the public goad. A free Conſtitution 21 


numberleſs depending motions, which are 


neceſſary to check each other; and which 


may 


11 
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tion. 
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may be ſometimes ſtopped or diſordered 
by the paſſions of men; it requires there- 
fore early, reſolute and uniform vigilance 
in the adminiſtration of government : but 
theſe very checks mark out more diſtinctly 
the mutual intereſt of Prince and people, 
and neceſſitate both to purſue it, if they 
are true to themſelves. In ſuch a Conſt. 
tution, the power of the Prince is not ab- 
ſolute, but ſufficient for every right pur- 
poſe, and which a great and good mind 


will delight in executing. The obedience 


of the people is the obedience of men, not 
ſlaves; unforced and unfeigned ; and 
therefore the more honourable and more 
acceptable to an upright King : and the 
temper, the affection, the vigour which 
liberty inſpires, will carry the dignity and 
greatneſs of a Sovereign to a higher pitch, 
than can be attained by any other principle 
of government. 

When theſe public demonſtrations of 
wiſe and righteous adminiſtration are 


ſtrengthened by the Prince's perſonal ex- 


ample of love to true religion and to the 


conſtitution, the hopes and happineſs of a 


people are built upon the ſureſt founda- 
When a Prince acts under an ha- 
bitual 
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bitual perſuaſion of his dependance upon 
God, he gives the ſtrongeſt pledge of right 
and ſteady conduct towards man. A mind 


1 well-endowed, and a heart well- diſpoſed, 


13 


are not eaſily drawn aſide into the crooked If. lix. 8 


paths of oppreſſion or cunning ; but are 
rooted and grounded in true policy, which: 


diſpenſes bleſſings all around. A character 
thus founded in virtue will ſcatter away all Prov. xx. 


evil with his eyes, and will not only main- 
tain a decorum in manners, fo eſſential to 


dignity, but exact it inſenſibly and yet 
powerfully from others. Enlarged princi- 


ples of ſound religion will enable him to 


act with eaſe and firmneſs and honour in 


every occurrence; and the efficacy of ſo 


eminent a pattern will inſinuate itſelf 


thro' all degrees of men. When to com- 
pleat this amiable character, the love of 


the Conſtitution is known to be implanted - 


in the boſom of a Prince; this- ſpirit will 


diffuſe itſelf thro all orders of his ſubjects, 
his example will ſecure it, his influence 


will i improve it, his countenance will create 


emulation in every honeſt heart to perpe- 
tuate it; and the fruit of this conduct will 
be mutual confidence, ſtrength and glory. 


When He, that ruleth over men, founds 
his 


2 Sam. 
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PL. [xx111. 


1 
Pl. iii. 8. 


IC. xxvi. 
10. 
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his dignity in thus fulfilling his duty; 
God 1s truly loving unto that nation, and 
his bleffing is upon that prople. 

When WE rejoice in making the 
application, ler us alſo ferioufly conſider 
the duty we owe to the Almighty, who 
hath ſhewn this loving kindneſs to us; 


and the duty we owe to that Prince, who 
is the inſtrument in the hands of Provi- 


dence to beftow thefe bleffings upon us. 
But the moſt ſignal bounty of Providence, 
the moſt aſſiduous care and concern of a 
Prince for the public welfare, cannot make 
4 corrupt, a diſſolute, or an abject people 
happy. Let favour be ſhewed to the wicked, 


yet will he not learn righteouſneſs : in the 
land of uprightnefs will he deal unjuſtly, 


1 Pet, ii, and Will not beBold the mercy or the majeſty 


17. 


of the Lord. We mut fear God, before 
we can cteate a confidence, that we honour 


be king with a ſtedfaft heart. It behoves 


us to walk uprightly in both thefe paths 
of duty, which coincide ; and to! preſerve 
a conftant ſenſe of due fubordination, and 
a right conduct in our reſpective ſtations. 


Conſcience, gratitude, and even ſelf- love 


ſhould prompt us to leffen the weight ant 
heighten the dignity of the Crown: and 
ſhould 
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ſhould incite us to co-operate, by all the 


means in our power, to maintain the cauſe 


of pure religion and virtue, of juſt go- 
vernment and liberty. ---- If we do not, we 
ſhall deſpiſe and defeat our own happi- 
neſs; and the bleſſings offered to us will 


aggravate our condemnation. —But fuch 


fears would ill become this day. Let us 
promiſe ourſelves better things : and let 
our preſent prayers to the maſt High, who 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, be the ſincere 
pledges of our uniform and hearty endea- 


vours, that the reign of the King may be 


one uninterrupted courſe of felicity to 
Him and to his kingdoms. 
What then remains, but to exhort you ; 


Dan, iv. 


17. 


and what can be more becoming this 


great and ſolemn occaſion, than to offer 
up the moſt fervent ſupplications with one 


mind to Heaven; that the Holy Spirit of 


that God, in whoſe preſence the King and 
People are preparing to declare their mu- 
tual engagements, may pour into their 
hearts a ſincere zeal for each other's hap- 


pineſs, and unite them in the ſtricteſt 


bands of affection? May the ſacred Oath, 
which our Sovereign takes at the Altar of 
the King of Kings, ever recur to his mind, 

as 
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as the genuine intentions of his own heart! 3 i 
May the Homage, which we pay him in 
all truth and faithfulneſs, be bound upon Wi 
our hearts and minds with the ties of du-W 
ty, gratitude and love ! and from us, may N \ 
| | unfeigned loyalty ſpread itſelf thro' alli 
ranks, give a right temper to the conduct 
of all his ſubjects, and eſtabliſh his king- 
| PL, bonxix. dom! May ju/tice and judgment be the ba- 
j * bitation of his throne ! May mercy and truth 
go before his face! May the Almighty 
mark every year with freſh inſtances of 
his goodneſs to Him, and to his people ! 
May every happineſs of private life alle- 
viate the cares of Royalty! and every 
PL. xi. pleſſing of public proſperity, yea, and a- 
bundance of peace be in his day | Late may 
He be called to an heavenly crown of 
eternal glory! And here on earth, through 
the mercy of the Moſt High to theſe king- 
doms, long with unſullied luſtre may his 
| Crown flouriſh, under the guidance of that 
Prov. ii. Wiſdom, in who/e right hand are n o 
16. days and t Amen. 1 
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